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Synopsis

The | Ching (pronounced ee-ching) is the oldest and most respected oracle or divinatory system in
the world. There are currently two translations available which offer somewhat conflicting
interpretations - the popular Confucian version and an earlier Taoist version called Zhouyi.
Reconstructed by twentieth-century scholars and archaeologists, Zhouyi presents the highly
imaginative world of myth and ritual that is the hidden base of thousands of years of Eastern
thought. Now, for the first time ever, Stephen Karcher fuses these two traditions using modern
scholarship and archaeological and linguistic research, along with a wide background in Eastern
philosophy and comparative religion, and presents them to the modern Western reader in a
comprehensive and accessible new form. TOTAL | CHING is a complete oracle with instruction for
immediate use in all life situations, but is also the first translation to detail the mythology of the

divinatory system, offering a revolutionary new approach to the world’s oldest wisdom tradition.
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Customer Reviews

The | Ching has been an immensely important influence on my life. For well over three decades, |
have sought its advice, judgment and solace. It has remained an unchanging spiritual lifeboat for
me, like the shoals of dolphins that rescue and secure the shipwrecked to safety. | credit the
Wilhem/Baynes/Jung edition for saving my life and, in particular, the editions by Carol K. Anthony,
Sam Reifler, Brian Brown Walker, Sarah Dening, R. L. Wing, John Blofeld and Stephen Karcher for
enriching it.This latest of Karcher’s books on the | Ching, Total | Ching: Myths for Change, is a

masterpiece. Karcher successfully takes the original texts and jettisons almost all the moralistic



moorings that are at times difficult to get around in other translations. He takes a shamanistic and
pragmatic approach, eschewing doom-and-gloom predictions for succinct, somewhat dispassionate
advice. For instance, rather than hearing hopelessly negative news from the 6th changing line of
Hexagram 24 (Return), Karcher says "Trap!...You are returning to an old delusion, blinded by
self-deception and infatuation. If you go on in this way, your hard-won growth will be destroyed. It
will take at least ten years to deal with the repurcussions of this catastrophe. The Way is closed.
Think about where this desire comes from. Whatever you do, don'’t act this out....Take things in. Be
open and provide what is needed." | find this type of advice far more useful than the the stark
proclamation of horrific bad luck given in some versions of the | Ching, which could almost cause
the susceptible to contemplate jumping off the Golden Gate bridge.His commentary on the 2nd line
of Hexagram 49 (Skinning/Revolution) is: "There is excellence in moving now. This is your time.

Move into the dance. You can change the world.
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